chemically unrecognizable agent we call malaria, has been supposed to be more freely evolved the greater the ground saturation. Thus drying marshes have been esteemed more unhealthy than either ground covered altogether with water, or surface from which the whole of the moisture has evaporated. Tropical countries exposed to the monsoon deluge and subsequent drying, have beeu looked upon as more deleterious than other tracts above the zone of the periodical rains. The close of the autumnal season has been regarded as more dangerous than other periods of the year, when the drying process is not in such vigorous action. The greater the ground saturation, the more active the subsequent drying and the more extensive or virulent the prevalence of so-called malarious fevers, is indeed the statement of a series of events, from which few will dissent, so that the plentiful rains which the people of these districts (Rajpootana) annually pray for, are not usually an altogether unmixed good: there ordinarily occurring after copious rains, more than the usual amount of malarious fever. This the people themselves are well aware of, although they do not seek for a cause in malaria arising from the earth, or even from decaying vegetation, but are contented to attribute fever, without question, to the power of the sun, which, as we all know, has a peculiar force in the autumnal season ; although exerted through an atmosphere more charged with moisture than either in the vernal period, or in the summer solstice. The sequence of the great prevalence of malarious fevers after heavy rains or the reverse, has been frequently observed in Rajpootana. Perhaps the most forcible illustration of what appears almost a general law, occurred during the famine years of 1868-69. In the first famine year, 1868, the rainfall in many localities was scarcely a third of the usually too scanty fall, and the autumnal season was characterized by a marked diminution in the prevalence of malarious fevers. This was further rendered the more striking by the fact, that the districts in western Rajpootana, which suffered most from want of rain, gave proportionally less malarious fever than the districts in the east of Rajpootana, in which the monsoon approached nearer to the usual fall. Writing on this subject shortly after the period referred to, I observed as follows " la every locality excepting Deolee and Jalra Patan, the amount of malarious fevers presenting in 1868 was less than in 186?. And There is therefore at this period a very great thermometric range between the day and the night, which, if not the maximum (which occurs during the January frosts) is still even more trying from the suddenness of its occurrence, and from the great heat of the day, than the maximum variation of temperature happening eight or nine weeks later when the days are colder.
The impression on the human body, arising from great heat, is a predisposition or sensitiveness to cold, from even a slight fall of temperature. The amount or severity of the disease thus induced is usually in proportion to the degree of heat previously experienced. If the rains cease early the days are still very hot, even when the nights begin to grow cool. But if the rains are prolonged, there are clouds, or at least moisture in the atmosphere tempering the solar heat, and the difference between the day and the night is not so much felt. Aitkin, in his article on malaria, observes: " An excess of rain has a preservative influence so long as moisture is in excess."
And if there is moisture, until the colder weather of the days, as well a3 of the nights sets in, there is not so great a change of temperature between the hours of night and of day, as otherwise happens. The system also, having been exposed to less heat is less predisposed to suffer from cold or chill. 
